
May 11, 2024 

Dear Friends: 

It has been an exci�ng half a year at the Daniel K. Inouye Ins�tute.  We wanted to share a few 
updates with you. 

      Prime Minister plants the tree             Rep. Jill Tokuda, Senator Mazie Hirono and Ken Inouye 
Photo credit:  Rep. Jill Tokuda 

On April 9th, Ken Inouye was in Washington DC to par�cipate in a very special ceremony with Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida at the Na�onal Japanese American Memorial to Patrio�sm During World 
War II.  Prime Minister Kishida planted a young cherry tree to commemorate 2024 as the 100th 
anniversary of Senator Inouye’s birth, as well as the longstanding friendship between Japan and the 
United States.  We were pleased that our very own Senator Mazie Hirono and Congresswoman Jill 
Tokuda were able to join in the event.   

Grand opening  
Photo Credit:  Noriko Motomura, Yame City Tourism Promo�on Division 
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On April 25th, the Daniel Inouye Museum in Yame City, Fukuoka Prefecture in Japan held its grand 
opening.  Senator’s father Hyotaro lived in Yame City un�l he immigrated with his parents to Hawaii 
aboard the S.S. City of Peking on July 24, 1899.  The family came to work at the McBride sugar planta�on 
on Kauai, to help repay a debt the family owed in their village.  The Senator visited his family’s 
hometown of Yame City in 1960 and 1993; and his son Ken, visited in 2022.  

The City of Yame renovated a building to house the Museum.  To give you a sense of what Japanese 
visitors will see, the DKI Ins�tute donated the following items from his personal collec�on: 

Photos of the displays and museum 
Photo Credit:  Noriko Motomura, Yame City Tourism Promo�on Division 

• The Grand Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun, 1st Class award that was presented to the
Senator in 2000;

• A Japanese transla�on copy of this autobiography “Journey to Washington”;
• A photo of Senator, his parents, his-laws, and 2 brothers with U.S. President John F. Kennedy in

Hawaii;
• One of his favorite Sig Zane aloha shirts;
• A Go For Broke club dress shirt;
• A brown military jacket with the U.S. Marine Corps seal;

Photos of the displays 
Photo Credit:  Noriko Motomura, Yame City Tourism Promo�on Division 

• A copy of the Associa�on of the U.S. Army’s booklet “Medal of Honor: Daniel Inouye”;
• A replica of Senator’s Oath of Office from the U.S. Senate on January 9, 1963;
• A replica of his father’s Naturaliza�on Pe��on filed in 1952;
• A copy of “Daniel K. Inouye Late a Senator from Hawaii. Memorial Addresses and other Tributes”

from the U.S. Senate floor in December 2012
• Glass and coaster with the Senate Seal, a pen, notepad, and business cards that Senator had on

his desk;
• Japanese dishes from his home in Honolulu; and
• Campaign paraphernalia.
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This was a labor of love and we are most apprecia�ve of the �reless work of Yame City leader Noriko 
Motomura.  Our collec�ve goal was to share a wide variety of items which help tell the story.   A video of 
the museum can be found here -- htps://youtu.be/QK7uGjNgkqE    Newspaper stories on the museum 
can be found here: 

• htps://www.staradver�ser.com/2024/04/30/hawaii-news/museum-honoring-late-sen-inouye-
opens-in-japan/

• htps://www.yomiuri.co.jp/pluralphoto/20240420-OYTNI50051/
• htps://www.nishinippon.co.jp/item/o/1203955/#google_vignete

2024 HIFF Opio Fest Future Filmmakers Showcase finalists 
Photo Credit: HIFF 

Since 2018, the Ins�tute has partnered with the Hawaii Interna�onal Film Fes�val (HIFF) to sponsor the 
Future Filmmakers Showcase to encourage middle and high school students statewide to entering a 
short-film contest.  In past years, it was part of the annual HIFF fall fes�val.    This year, HIFF moved “Opio 
Fest” to the spring just for student filmmakers to include the Future Filmmakers Showcase.  In addi�on 
to Hawaii contestants, we again partnered with the Ted Stevens Founda�on to welcome Alaska students 
to join in the series of events.     

This year's theme was "Hawaii’s Youth Leading by Example."   Students were invited to create a short film 
(documentary or narra�ve) to share an inspiring story of youth leading the way in community or civic 
engagement.  The following quote inspired this year’s theme:   

“We have been shaped by the history, culture and events of this region.  I 
have long believed that Hawaii – multicultural and tolerant – is what the 
world should always strive to be.”  Daniel K. Inouye, Welcome to Hawaii 
speech to the 2011 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), Yokohama, 
Japan on November 11, 2010. 

28 films were selected for this year’s program – with students coming from the Big Island, Kauai, Lanai, 
Maui, Oahu and Alaska!  Congratula�ons to all the students who par�cipated this year.   Here are the 
winners: 
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High School 

• 1st Place – “The Tempo of Solitude: A Musical Exploration of Community and Harmony” 
Directed by DeMarcus Koa Allen from Campbell High School 

• 2nd Place – “Ori I Te Mua” Directed by Lucie Reese from Lanai High School 

Middle School 
• 1st Place – “Including Ohana” Directed by Cortezi Limbert (Homeschool) 
• 2nd Place – “Student Voices” Directed by Brynna Colmenares, Emma Forges, and Hannah Mao 

from Highlands Intermediate School 
 

                       
 
DKII Special Awards  

• High School -- “The Filipino Curriculum Project: Our Story” Directed by Samantha Joelle Bulos 
and Marissa Halagao from the Filipino Curriculum Project 

• Middle School – “Kanaka Connec�ons: HI & AK” Directed by Kainoa Thole (Homeschool, Alaska) 
        

         
                    Auli’I Cravalho and Eric Bauza with one of Eric’s Bugs Bunny  drawings at the 2024 HIFF.   
 
Every year, HIFF invites in a special Youth Ambassador to atend and inspire students during the special 
awards lunch.   This year’s Ambassador was Eric Bauza. He par�cipated in a short panel discussion 
followed by open Q&A with the students. He is one of the most in demand voiceover ar�sts, winning an 
Emmy for Outstanding Voice Performance as Bugs Bunny, Marvin the Mar�an, Daffy Duck, and Tweety in 
the LOONEY TUNES Cartoons series.  Eric was very generous of his �me.  He did video clips with 
individual students in his Looney Tunes character voices, and drew Bugs Bunny pictures.  We were also 
lucky to have last year’s Ambassador Auli’I Cravalho join the lunch, and spend �me with the students.   
 

 
USS DANIEL INOUYE wahine team on watch 

Photo Credit:  USS DANIEL INOUYE  
 
We are proud to share that an all-female team on the USS DANIEL INOUYE stood watch during a 
replenishment-at-sea in March.  Fourteen women made up the bridge team guiding the ship alongside 
the Military Seali� Commander’s USNS Yukon to receive supplies and fuel.  They also led the sta�ons 
that received the pallets from the Yukon to the Inouye.   
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   USS DANIEL INOUYE Cmdr Kevin Dore                USS DANIEL INOUYE wahine crew 
   with wahine crew   

March 2024 marked the 30th anniversary of the U.S. Navy’s first order allowing women to serve on 
combatant ships.  Commanding Officer Kevin Dore said “We are extremely proud of the women onboard 
Daniel Inouye and celebra�ng 30 years of women leading onboard combatant ships.  Our diversity makes 
us a stronger team, challenges us to achieve more, and bring out our very best. This anniversary is an 
opportunity to celebrate and recognize the posi�ve impact our female shipmates have onboard Daniel 
Inouye.” 

23% of the officer and enlisted crew on the Inouye are women.  From the Daniel K. Inouye Ins�tute, 
Mana Wahine Rock! 

Also in March, with the USS DANIEL INOUYE on deployment, the Honolulu Navy League organized the 
families for an easter egg hunt.  They hosted over 50 families, including 70+ children.  A fun �me was 
had by all.  We truly appreciate all the Navy League does to support the local Navy’s crew and families, 
especially around the holidays. 

Family of the USS DANIEL INOUYE at Honolulu Navy League easter egg hunt 
Photo credit – Honolulu Navy League 

With Memorial Day in just a few weeks, please take a moment to remember the sacrifices of our many 
warriors who made the ul�mate sacrifice and say a prayer for those who steadfastly con�nue to stand 
the watch. 

Aloha 
Jennifer and Sara 
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